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Uniting Mississippi applies a new, philosophically informed theory of democratic
leadership to Mississippi’s challenges. The book draws on insights from classical and
contemporary philosophical outlooks on leadership, which highlight four key social
virtues: wisdom, courage, moderation, and justice. Weber brings to bear each of the
virtues of democratic leadership on particular problems, with some overarching lessons
and values to advance. Governor William F. Winter has written a foreword for the book,
supporting its proposals.
SEPTEMBER 2015, The University Press of Mississippi, 199 pages, Paper $20.00T 978‐1‐
4968‐0349‐8, Ebook available, Cover photo by Bruce Newman.
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Why It Matters: Mississippians are deeply divided & that disunity impedes moral & economic progress.
Available at local book sellers in and around the South and at major online booksellers, including Amazon. It is
also available from the publisher’s site.

Dr. Eric Thomas Weber is associate professor of public policy leadership at the
University of Mississippi and the recipient of the Mississippi Humanities Council’s 2015
Public Scholar Award. He is also affiliated faculty in the School of Law and department
of Philosophy, and a contributing columnist for The Clarion Ledger of Jackson, MS. He
serves as executive director of the Society of Philosophers in America and has authored
four books, including Democracy and Leadership: On Pragmatism and Virtue and most
recently Uniting Mississippi: Democracy and Leadership in the South.
Talking about the book around Mississippi and anywhere poverty frustrates educational
attainment or where division and disunity get in the way of progress. This book has a lot
to offer for reading groups, parent teacher associations (PTA’s), community groups,
nonprofit organizations, high schools, colleges, and universities, and more.
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TV and Radio Appearances on WREG Memphis, Mississippi Public Broadcasting, and Swedish National TV News.
Interview topics: Ethics and the Law, the Virtues of Leadership, Leadership and Democracy, Education and Moral
Progress, Race and Unity, Learning and Teaching Leadership, Public Policy and Individual Action for Change
Endorsements for Uniting Mississippi
“This volume contains the blueprint to move us to the achievement of … worthy goals.”
—The Honorable Governor William F. Winter of Mississippi, from the Foreword
“Professor Weber offers clear guidance on how inspired democratic leadership can bring about needed change.”
—Daniel W. Jones, MD, Former Chancellor, University of Mississippi.
“I am often in conversation with groups and individuals around the state who are working hard to improve the
lives of Mississippians... Dr. Weber’s book is an excellent start for supporting this crucial work.”
—Susan Glisson, executive director of the William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation
“This book is the beginning of a desperately needed conversation in Mississippi about the future of the state.
Anyone interested in education policy in Mississippi should read and consider the case for education in this book.”
—Robert Mellen, Jr., assistant professor of Political Science and Public Administration at MS State University
Public Policy Leadership, The University of Mississippi, 105 Odom Hall, University, MS, 38677 | 662.915.1336 (office)
EricThomasWeber.org | etweber@olemiss.edu | Facebook.com/EricThomasWeberAuthor | Twitter.com/EricTWeber

